 University of Miami hosts “Protagonistas de los 60,” a Conference on Cuban Theater and Cultural Policies of the 1960s with its Protagonists 
The University of Miami Center for Latin American Studies (CLAS) and Florida International University's Cuban Research Institute are pleased to announce their collaboration on a cutting edge cultural event: a conference that brings together for the first time in over 40 years Cuba’s most important living playwrights from the 1960s: Antón Arrufat (Cuba), Carucha Camejo (Cuba-USA), Abelardo Estorino (Cuba), Eduardo Manet (Cuba-France), and Matías Montes Huidobro (Cuba-USA). The conference will take place on International Theater Day, Saturday, March 27, 2009, at 9:30 AM at the University of Miami’s Roberto C. Goizueta Pavilion in the Otto G. Richter Library (1300 Memorial Drive, Coral Gables, FL).
This event will explore a unique and paradoxical decade in Cuban theater through its living protagonists. The morning session, led by designers Eduardo Arrocha (Cuba), Jesús Ruiz (Cuba), and Rafael Mirabal (Cuba-USA), will be dedicated to stage and costume design in the 1960s theater movement focusing on the collaboration of visual artists and theater designers. The afternoon panels will address theater’s early paths, splendor and obstacles from the perspective of playwrights who emerged in that period (Camejo, Estorino and Montes Huidobro) and playwrights who returned to Cuba in 1959 to join the theater movement (Arrufat and Manet). 
The conference is organized by Dr. Lillian Manzor, Director of University of Miami’s Latin American Studies Program and the Cuban Theater Digital Archive; Dr. Uva de Aragón, Associate Director of FIU’s Cuban Research Institute; Alberto Sarraín, theater director of La Má Teodora; and Dinorah Pérez Rementería, art critic and UM graduate student. It is sponsored by UM’s Center for Latin American Studies and the Joseph Carter Memorial Fund in Modern Languages and Literatures, the University of Miami Libraries’ Cuban Heritage Collection, and FIU’s Cuban Research Institute. The poster was designed by Anna Veltfort, illustrator and author of the blog Archivo de Connie (http://archivodeconnie.annaillustration.com/).
Limited seating. Please RSVP to d.perezrementeria@umiami.edu
Contact:

Dr. Lillian Manzor
Director, Latin American Studies
1111 Memorial Drive, 125N
Coral Gables, FL 33143
Phone: 305-284-1854
Email: lmanzor@miami.edu
Media Contact:
Barbara Gutierrez
Bgutierrez@miami.edu
305-284-5500

Participants:
Eduardo Arrocha (Havana), Cuba’s National Prize for Theater, stage and costume designer, art director. 
Antón Arrufat (Havana), Cuba’s National Prize for Literature, member of Cuba’s Academy of Language, winner of Cuba’s National Union of Writers and Artists José Antonio Ramos prize for the censored Seven Against Thebes, playwright, poet, critic, and novelist. 
Carucha Camejo (New York, unconfirmed), founder of the first professional puppet theater in Cuba in 1949 with her brother Pepe Camejo, actress, puppeteer, professor, researcher, and theater director. Her 1960s theater productions were among the best of that decade. 
Abelardo Estorino (Havana), Cuba’s National Prize for Literature and for Theater, member of Cuba’s Academy of Language, playwright and theater director. 
Eduardo Manet (Paris), winner of Interallié Prize, chevalier des Arts et des Lettres, chevalier de l’Ordre du Mérite, honorary member of Quebec’s Academy of Letters, president of the Permanent Council of Writers in French, theater and film director, playwright, and novelist.
Matías Montes Huidobro (Miami), first winner of Cuba’s National Union of Writers and Artists José Antonio Ramos prize for the unpublished play Las vacas, winner of the Café Gijón prize for novelists,  Professor Emeritus of the University of Hawaii, playwright, novelist, and critic.
 Rafael Mirabal (West Palm Beach), architect, professor of architectural design, scenographer and visual artist, renowned figure of Cuba’s diaspora visual arts. 

Jesús Ruiz (Havana), Rubén Vigón Chair and director of Stage Design at the Instituto Superior de Arte de Cuba, director of the Raul Oliva Gallery for Stage Design, stage and costume designer.
 

