Assimilation or Transnationalism?
Evidence from the Latino National Survey for Mexicans, Puerto Ricans,
Cubans, and South Americans who Immigrated to the USA from 1958 to 2005
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A major issue in the study of immigrants is whether or not they assimilate to American society, particularly
at this time when it is clear that modern communications enable immigrants to communicate with their
homelands as never before. In this research, Professor Silvia Pedraza compares and contrasts four
groups of immigrants form Latin America (Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, and South America) to the US over
the course of half a century to examine with data from the Latino National Survey (2006) to what extent
they assimilate or are engaged in transnational behavior.

Silvia Pedraza is Professor of Sociology and American Culture at the University of Michigan. She holds a
B.A. from the University of Michigan and a Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of Chicago. Her research
interests include the sociology of immigration, race and ethnicity in America, and the sociology of Cuba’s
revolution and exodus. She is author of three books and numerous articles.

Event is free and open to the public. Light refreshments will be served. For additional information and to
RSVP call (305)348-2894.

Event is part of the CRI Lunchtime Lecture Series
Co-Sponsored by the Latin American and Caribbean Center at FIU and the Department of Global &
Sociocultural Studies at FIU
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